Criteria for the selection of larvicides by the Onchocerciasis Control Programme in west Africa.
One of the weekly decisions the Onchocerciasis Control Programme has to make, in its operations in 11 west African countries, is the selection of one insecticide out of the six used that is most appropriate to the river stretches to be treated. This decision depends on several criteria, linked not only to the compounds themselves but also the hydrological conditions and blackfly populations involved. Given the great number of breeding sites (gites) to be treated, in 23,000 km of rivers at the height of the rainy season, this paper identifies the parameters needed to facilitate the choice of insecticide and to optimize the larviciding in terms of cost effectiveness, management of resistance and minimizing the environmental impact.